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In 1922, three men were so captivated with flying they leased 30 acres of cow pasture south of

Moline to serve as a landing field. Other early aviators and barnstormers began using Franing Field,

and it soon became known as Moline Airport. The field hosted the Ford Reliability Tour four times,

served as part of the original New York to Dallas airmail route, had passenger service as early as

1927, became one of Illinoisâ€™s largest Works Progress Administration projects, weathered

financial struggles and a battle with neighboring Davenport, Iowa, over which community would

possess the areaâ€™s commercial airport, and has enjoyed constant growth and updates for both

airline and general aviation traffic. This collection of historical photographs and images will present

the people, planes, events, and development of that former pastureland into todayâ€™s modern

Quad City International Airport, the third largest airport for passenger traffic in the state of Illinois.
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Title: Man writes book about Q-C airportâ€™s historyAuthor: Robin PaulsenPublisher: Quad-City

TimesDate: 6/24/2011Airfare prices and airport security measures keep the aviation industry in the

spotlight, but Quad-City area author David T. Coopman hopes to generate interest in a different

aspect: its history."Quad-City International Airport," a book written by Coopman and issued last

month by Arcadia Publishing, tells the history of the Moline airport through black-and-white

photographs that date to when it was nothing more than 30 acres of cow pasture used as a landing



field."As a kid, I loved going to the airport to watch all the activity of planes arriving and departing. I

knew that the airport had a rather interesting history as to its beginning, some of the people involved

and in the bistate argument over which community would have the large air carrier airport," he

said.The airport, used by early barnstormers and aviation enthusiasts, originally was known as

Franing Field before the name of Moline Airport was adopted. There was much debate over whether

that facility or the airport in neighboring Davenport would become the area's commercial air

transportation center.The word "international" was added because of the presence of the U.S.

Customs Port of Entry at the airport.It took Coopman nearly a year to gather all the photographs and

history dating to 1922, and he said the response to the book has been positive, especially among

people who remember the "old days" of the airport. He credited the families of former test pilots,

aviators, the family of an airport commissioner and gaining access to the airport's archives for

helping him come up with the multitude of photographs that fill the book."When I would mention to

others that I was working on a history of the airport, I found that many of them had also enjoyed

visiting the airport to watch the planes," he said. "I also discovered, from the comments of others,

how iconic the old terminal was with its huge, two-story observation area."Among the book's

highlights are photos of such famous aviators as Charles Lindbergh, who visited Franing Field three

months after his famous 1927 trans-Atlantic Ocean solo flight in the Spirit of St. Louis, and Amelia

Earhart, who visited in October 1936, less than a year before she vanished in an attempt to fly

around the world.Coopman previously authored self-published books on the history of former

Quad-City radio stations KSTT and WQUA as well as two other book printed by Arcadia Publishing

titled "Rock Island County" and "Davenport's WOC AM-FM-TV."His inspiration for such projects

comes from his appreciation of area history."I think the Quad-Cities has a rich history of people,

places and businesses large and small that shouldn't be ignored or forgotten," he said.In addition to

being a published author, Coopman has worked in broadcasting, was a high school English teacher

and works part-time in industrial sales.

David T. Coopman is a former teacher, past president of the Rock Island County Historical Society,

and a local history buff. He has authored two books on the history of local radio stations and two

books in the Images of America seriesâ€•Rock Island County and Davenportâ€™s WOC AM-FM-TV.

Good book that has really good images of a time long ago when air travel was romanticized. I'm

from the area and I remember flying out of the old terminal and all the recent changes to the airport.

I never realized though how the Quad City Airport has really changed throughout the years. I



recommend this book to anyone interested in a piece of aviation history.

While I'm a huge aviation buff, I was a little disappointed that there wasn't more airport history, and

the history of the various airlines here. Still, it proved to be a fascinating read.

I enjoyed this book so well that I sent it on to other Moliners for their enjoyment. I have since

ordered the WOC book. Dave's research is totally enjoyable.
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